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HIS houſe of God, which has often been 
| to many of you an houſe of gladneſs, is 
now converted into an houſe of mourning. Nor 


are you of this congregation the only mourners 
in Zion on the preſent occafion. Many from 


other ſocieties are come to mingle their tears 
with yours; and many more, not only in this 


great city, but in various diſtant parts of the 


Kingdom, deeply lament the loſs which you and 
they and the world have ſuſtained. My preſent 
appearance in this place, where I have often ſtood 
with pleaſure, is attended with a degree of pain 
greater than I can expreſs. My affection, haw- 
ever, for the deceaſed, who requeſted this ſervice - 
of me, and my: reſpect for you and his other 
friends who concur in the requeſt, forbid my de- 
clining it; and, painful as it is, 1 hope Yeongh 


the divine preſence and bleſſing, it may prove a - 
profitable one to us all. The Providence which 
Occaſions this ſolemn meeting has 2 voice to all, 


which. 


. 


What 88 Saftor ever 12 2 105 may, 
indeed, conſider him as this day preaching to 
you from his GRAVE. And now being dead he 
ſpeaks with a more perſuaſive eloquence than he 
ever did while living. O may the Spirit of the 
living God givg-us all an bearing ear, an under- 
ſtanding and a feeling heart !—I can think of no 
paſſage ſo proper to be made the foundation of 
the preſent diſcourſe;4as-that-which was the laſt 
I heard the dear deceaſed pronounce, which was 
OR” 0 5 
enen, Dt} $0 41 * % 
GA n 5 2 m. 1. 42. Bol Nel ev; * 0 


lh, T know whom baus beliezod, and I an per- 
faded that be is able to keed.. that which I have 
committed unta | vim gail that day. . | 4310 


her ds of dying men are generally liſten” | 
ed to with an ea ager attention, and are cal- 
culated to mike deep and laſting impreffions on 


thoſe who hear : for death makes all men ſerious; 
and it may well be ſuppoſed that in the view of 
judgment and eternity, if ever, they will ſpeak 
the language of their hearts. — The dying words 
öf co ten are peculiarly worthy of regard, 
We find therefore that thoſe of David are diſtin- 
guiſhed by the ſucred hiſtorian, with chis rernark, 
* % e the laß words of David. In ptopor- 
tion to the eſteem in which our friends were held, 
for wiſdom and piety, it may be expected that 
che Fog Our” 2 with WA hn Hagar 


will 


f 


mw 


coufigence aud joy in Chrit. 3 
will be regarded. I may hope thereſore, hg 
the paſſage now rea will meet with the ſerious 
attention of this audience in general, as contain. 
ing ſame of the laſt. wonds which were ever ut- 
tered by my dear friend and brother, the beloved 
paſtor. of this church, in whoſe. place I nom ſtand; 
But they come recommended by à yet higher 
authority. They are the words of the chief of 
the apoſtles i in the proſpect of his own diſſolution. 
Paul was now; for the ſeeond eime; a: Priſoner of 
Jeſus Chriſt at Ronic; deferred by bis friends and 
lying at the merey of that bloody tyramt Nero 
from whonr he could expe& nothing but 4 vi 
lent and eruel death. In theſe circumſtances he 
writes this epiſtle to his beloved ſor Timothy, 
to prepare him for the like ſufferings in the ſame 
glorious. cauſe. With this view, other 
things, he relates to him the ſtate of. ty mind 
with reſpect to his own ſufferings, and the divine 
fupports which” he e xpetienced under then; in 
conſequence of lick he was enabled to view 
death and martyrdom with e an tri- 


© umph;; Be not thewtherafare aſbamed (ſays hejv- 8.) 
ef the teſtimony of our Lord, nor of me hig priſaner; 4 
bu be thou pariaker of tha aiſlittions of the gapeh, ac- 


cortliug io the power f Gd; wwbo hath ſaved us and 


called us” with: au holy calling not according g r-. WM 


works but according to his own purpoſe and grace, 
. zobjch was given us in Cbrift Feſws before the world 
began, but is now made manifeſt by the appearance of 
our Saviour Teſus Chriſt; who hath "aboliſhed death 
nd agi fe 1 to light en | 
Y E 


. 


0 e $ re him againſt; that day: 


1. Thi Faith i in 1 Clitift which as apoſtle had 5 


. {4 1 
* * : 
2 N 
C3. * » ” {\ „5 -* 
5 3 Wr 
| «Ng dying gh. 


 goſpule dues I am totes a preacber and an 


apoſtle; and a teucher of the Gentiles. For the which 


. cauſe Talſo ju Her theſe things. Nevertheleſs (fays he) 


Jam not aſhamed.” And then, in the words of the 
text, he tells him the Sd of his courage and 
joy. For I know whom T bave believed, and I am 
penſuudei that be is able to keep we: "which 7 8 


7 
b : 


FN 


i 


My n deſign. is biefly. to Mala the 
ſentiments which the words contain, and then to 
aſſiſt you in the application and improvement of 
chem with reſpect to the preſent affecting occa- 


ion. For the illuſtration of the words let us 


diftinQty 9 0 0 two. ee MOEN 
lars. 24 nz 7 oe en rt 


"exefciſed, and which he here reviews. And 


77 25 Ir . 
1 A 


| Il, The confidence which. be e in that 1 
review, With N to the ſafety, of, his. im- 


TT matlab igsreits. iT AA Pur das 
I. Bet us take notice Ds that'rarTH in the has 


were bc the apoſtle had exerciſed, and which 


He here reviews: expreſſed by the terms believing 


im him committing ſomewhat to his eare — and 


Fe a view to a future folemurperion: | 
* 6 name 7 N is not indeed directly men. 


' zigneds but none of you | have ſo learned Chriſt 


as to be at a loſs to know that he is the perſon 


intended, in whom finners are invited to belieye 


ſor falyation, and of hoc it was 1 prophecyed, that 
15 


WR 


- confidence and je in Chi. Me 
In bis name ſhould the Gentiles truſt. The omiſſion 
of his name here does indeed moſtiemphad 
Point out the perſon intended; for tbere is M 
OTHER name under Heaven given among men ere 
ave muſt be ſaved. —The een rg r 8 
weer . 1801 55 'Or 
2 21 | Bhs: general © term n2kIEvING. 1 
7 hem avs Mete a en : og 
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Falch i in Chriſt i is the grand requirement « 00 the 
55 covenant. - He that. believeth aon ibe Son 
hath everlaſting life, and he that believeth not the Son 
fall nos ſer life, but the wrath f God alidktih inn 
bim. What that faith is, hath been matter of much | 
debate among the profeſſors. of it. It is indeed 

ſtrange that it ſhould, conſidering the plain ac- 
count the ſcripture gives of it. And if Chriſti- 
ans (who are better agreed in their experience 
and practice, than they often ate in their defini- 
tions of things) were but willing to underſtand 
one another, there would belittle room for, dif 
184 pute about it. The firſt and leading idea of 
| Faith in Ohriſt, is doubtleſs: that of - believing the 
-teftimotny which, God bas given of his Son. Theſe 
_ things (ſays our Lord. himſelf ) ore written that qe 
| might believe that Jeſus is the, Chriſt, the Sou; of Gas, 
and that. beligving, ye might have life through his 
name. But then this Faith is, to be ict 70 
as having reſpect to other doctrines eſſentially 
connected with, and comprehended i in this; and 
as being ſo hearty and efficacious as to produce 
its genuine fruits, Otherpiſe the Faith of a 
Go. i ma”. To 
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angel; ſor the devils believe and tremble; Faith in 
_ Chriſt has reſpect to the doctrines of divine reve- 
latian in general, but more eſpecially. © thoſe 


5e Saviour.” Saving faith cordially embraces 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in all his characters and 
"offices, as they appear to be repreſented in the 
goſpel; as a prophet to inſtruct, as an example 


to guide, as a prince to rule, as a prieſt to at- 
tone. And this Faith may be juſtly deſcribed 
"(as it commonly has been by our beſt divines) as 
an act of tut in Rim, or reliance” upon kim, as 


"the Redeemer of fallen men. I the rather men- 


tion this* here, as the originab word ® here ren- 


Gefed I have believed; alſd ſignifies (as it is in the 


Margin) I have truſted. Aecordingiy we find, 
char in other paſſages, faith is repreſented under 


"of is" fame" apoſtle, 'Eph. i. 12 1g. That we 


pant ze v0 the pre % of bis glory: who ff 
KU 5 boots doom "wwe | alſo TRUSTED. 


have fometitmes thought (ſays Dro Warts 4) 


chat thoſe words in the Greek which we render 
| "faith" and brlieving, are *continually uſed in the 
New Teſtament to fignify ſaving” faith; be- 
e eaſe they not only fignify, in their natural 
fue, che belicying of a friih, but the truſting 
ita pern: This fait or truſt In Chriſt, 
er which che apoſtle ſpeaks, may, in a few words, 


, i 5 Pp: ms : OY 
0:0 Hir cs. I 


. | At wo IA. 471 
pe Dife; vol. i. „ 


<= 7 


"the Idea of truſt. See particufarty thoſe werds 


be drs een 1 ne kim credit ſor 


— 


3/7 | Tg 5 | 
| the truth--of- thoſe high characters and offices 
Which he profeſſes to ſuſtain, and exercifing that 
- Qependance upon him which che eruth of them 
demands. It is, in particular, fuch a firm per- 
ſuaſion of the truth of that grand report of the 
goſpel, tbar true and faithful ſaying, that Jeſus 
Chrift came into the world to ſave ſmners, as mauees 
the guilty periſhing creature to apply to hie, 
and rely upon him, for ſalvation. It is to depend 
upoff” him, and on him alone; for juſtification 51 
from the guilt of Gn, through his perfect rights. = 
ouſneſs and atoning blood, and deliveratice from 
the power of ie through his grace and ſpirit. . 
Surely, Pall one ſay, in the Lord bave F righteouſhne)s. 
eu Hrengrb. And the ſame faith looks for ac. 
eeptance with God, with every other ſpirictial 

blefling on earth, and eternal life in heaven, 
through his mediation and iritercefſion, nd as 
the free gift of God in and through him. But 
che nature of this faith, as an act of truſt, will 
more fully appear, from conſidering the other 


. terms by which ir” is er ee __ Vi. 
111 enn * : 


4. The 3 (oaks, of having commined | 
ſomething to his care. | 


©: That which I bave committed to bw; we as 1 
4s literally read, my depofite *. As a belieyer in 
Chriſt he had depoſited his moſt important inter- 
eſts in His hands. A treafure dearer to im chat 
a thing ke had in the world. He Had igdetd 


nating | 


e ede 


* 


8 | — „ 


nothing i in * world that was c ces 


to any one's care; for what he formerly poſſeſſed - 


he loſt, for Chriſt, and he accounted. that loſs 


gain. Had the whole world been in his poſſeſ- 
ion, he would have been but little ſolicitous 


about ſecuring that, which he knew to be com- 
paratively of no value. He had a treaſure worth 
infinitely more than all the wealth of the uni- 


verſe. That was his soul: that rational im- 
mortal principle, for the loſs of which, in the 


judgment of him who ſhed his'blood to redeem 1t, 
the gain of the whole world would be an inſuffi- 


cient recompence. I am well aware, that by this 


depofite, ſomeꝰ underſtand the Chriſtian doctrine, 
or the intereſt of the church, -which Chriſt had 
committed to the apoſtle, and which he, in the 
view of death, had given up to him from whom 
he received the truſt, with the moſt pleaſing ſa- 
tisfaction, that the great head af the church 
could and would take care of his own cauſe, 


| when his feeble inſtruments were removed. This 


is doubtleſs a pleaſing thought to dying mini- 


ſters, which ſhould be improved to comfort us 


under the loſs of ſuch as we think can ill be 
ſpared. But I apprehend this was not the apo- 


8 ſtle's idea here. It ſeems more natural, and bet- 


ter to ſuit the connection, to underſtand this 


depo ſite of the ſoul.— The ſoul, valuable as it is, 
may be loſt. The apoſtle was ſenſible he had 
been in danger of loſing his. He knew (as 
every awakehed ſinner 1 that by fin he had 


- forfeited 


Vid. Binsen, in loc. K 


* 
. Fed + 


99 


. TO joy in Chrit. '9, 

5 forfeited it to the divine juſtice, and that in con- 
ſequence of its guilt, its pollution, and its 
impotence, it was liable to periſh for ever. 
He was ſenſible of tlie danger it was in from the 
ſnares of the world, the temptations of Satan, 
the various afflictions of life, and the influence 
of its own corrupt affections, thoſe luſts which war 

agaiunſt the ſoul. He was thoroughly convinced that 
he could not keep it himſelf, and that no creature 
in earth or heaven could engage for its ſafety and 
happineſs. In this diſtreſſing ſituation, knowing 
that Jeſus came to ſec and to ſave that which was 
loft, he depoſited it in his almighty hands, and 
committed its immortal intereſts to is dare Me 

, are to obſerye farther, + | 


3: He did this with a particular view. to 0 
future and ſolemn period again that day. 


He does not * what day He cantata ; nor, 
was this neceffary in order to be underſtood. ; 
+ © What other day could he be ſuppoſed to have in 
view chan the laſt and greateſt? The day of the 
| Lord. His ſecond coming to judge the world. 
The form of expreſſion denotes the aiftinguiſhed 
importance of that day. The ſame form of 
ſpeech occurs elſewhere; once in this chapter 
and again in the ivth. v. 8, where the day of 
retribution is moſt evidently intended. Te 
crown of righteouſneſs which the Lord the righteons do 
judge will give unto me in that day. That day in 
compariſon with which all other days are of no ac- _ | 
| C ; count, 


33 
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10 "the Sing believe 


count, or rather that which \yives © to ll others K 
their 1 ene * 


0 That day for which all other days are made. 7 


8 That; my brechen, is a tremendous day indeed! 
A day in which all that have tinned will need a 
Saviour: in which every one that has a ſoul will 


ſee (if not before) the neceſſity of having an Al- 


mighty friend to keep and fave it. At that day, 


the earth and all that is therein ſhall be burnt up, the 


elements ſhall melt with fervent beat, all that are in 
their graves ſhall come forth to' judgement. At that 


day Chriſt Hall be revealed from Heaven in flaming 
fire; to take vengeance on them that know not God 
and have not obeyed the goſpel. That vengeance 
none ſhall eſcape but they who are found in bim, 
having the righteouſneſs which is of God by Faith. * 


But all ſuch ſhall find in him. the friend and ſa- 
viour they want, who will deliver them from the 


wrath to come, and be glorified in the complete 
falvation of his faints, even of all them that Ze- 
lieve—in that day. F With a view to that im- 
menſe felicity the apoſtle, by a confidential and 
obedient faith, had committed his ſoul i into. the 


hands of Jeſus, earneſtly preſenting for himſelf 


the prayer, which in this chapter he offers for his 
friend Oneſiphorus, that he might find mercy of the 
Lord Id THAT Day.—And every believer in 


Chriſt will exerciſe the like regard towards him. 


| "ws dons of _ 7 is by no means pe- 


culiar 
„Phil. has: 5 n 


/0/ 


confidence and joy in Chriſt. 11 
culiar to the laſt moments of life. Though then 

more eſpecially the Chriſtian will adopt Stephen's 
: dying prayer, Lord Fejus recerve my ſpirit, this is 
a petition which he does in effect adopt when he 
commences a diſciple of Jeſus, and which he will 
frequently repeat, with renewed acts of dedication 
to him, and renewed expreſſions of confidence i in 
him. Paul had long ſince thus committed his 
ſoul to Chriſt. In the courſe of his life he had 
often renewed this ſolemn act of faith, and now 
in the cloſing fcene he enjoyed the comfort of 1 it. | 
—Let us now 


9 Take notice oy the pleaſing evident | 
which he here expreſſes with regard to his ny | 
and final Ne 


5 18 Fan i of life, now it was > bw: | 
ing to a cloſe, is there any thing that looks as if 
he repented of the moſt diſtinguiſhing actions of 
it? Does he diſcover any thing like remorſe or 
ſhame. or fear in the reflection of having ſerved 
and truſted a crucified Saviour? Does he betray 
the ſmalleſt ſuſpicion that he had confided for. 
life and ſalvation in one who was either unfaith- 
ful to his truſt or unable to execute it? No. 
So far from it that, in the view of death and the 
judgment day, he expreſſes the fulleſt ſatisfac- 
tion in what he had done, and an unſhaken con- 
fidence that his everlaſting intereſts were ſecure. 
I am. perſuaded. that he is able to keep what I have 

mt to him re that day.— Let us here 
b 5718 ator 2 briefly 
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a at «Thr ding lira 8 
.. briefly le- e matter of the apoſtle's con- 


fidence - the foundation of it and Wo e 
tion ene it GN him. 
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— 75 11. The matter of ft apoſtle $ conbdence. 


je was that the Ae Wh was DA i to: — 0 ha 
facred depoſite. As to his grace and faithfulneſs 
to his people, whom he bought with his own 
blood, he could not entertain the ſhadow of 2 
Abe and. he had an equal perſuaſion of his 
The apoſtle, though he had loft. his. 
| het all for Chriſt, and was about to loſe his 
life in his cauſe, was confident/ that he had a 
_ treaſure. of which no perſecutor conld rob him, : 
and which death itſelf could not deſtroy a trea-. 
ſure which, being lodged in the hands of Chriſt, 
Was for ever ſaſe. He was perfuaded, that his 
great Lord and Saviour was able not only to 
ne him by his mighty power, amidſt all the 
_ arduous duties, the heavy afflictions, and tlis vi- 
alent temptations of life, but alſo amidſt all the 
_ horrors and the bitter agonies of death,” He was © 
alſo as fully perſuaded; that when the immortal 
ſpirit, diflodged from the earthly tabernacle, 
_ ſhould. take its flight into unknown regions, that 
he, the prince of life, was able to keep in ſafety- 
the precious charge, till the day of. redemption, 
when, by his power, its kindred fleſt>ſhould be 
raiſed from the duſt of death; and, finally, that 
when that tremendous day arrives, he would 
| ſhew himſelf able. to keep it ſecure from danger 
and from fear, amidſt all the horrors attending 
„ Cs. © 
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| father hath given md, I have loſt nathing, 6ut will 


1 6 poſe 1 1 mY your e n in > Rome) i 


je” 6 nature, che alk al 
worlds, the conſternation, the deſtruction of 
myriads of ungodly men: and ſecure its felicity 
through the ſucceeding ages of eternity. Ina 
word, the apoſtle was perſuaded that he was able 
to fulfil his own gracious. promiſes: I giue-unta = 


n ſheep eternal life, abe ſhall never periſh, neither 


ſhall any pluck them out of my bands. Of all that the 


raiſe it up at the laſt. day. Thus much as to the 


AUR of the Valle 8 anker 1 us now 


a 2. Conſider” the 9 of it. * was 


his knowledge of him whom he. had made the obs. 


ject of his faith. Fer 1 KR aubem I have. ber, 


lieved. Evangelical faith 15, not the at of. an 


enthuſiaſtic. ; imagination, it is chef effect of a ſolid 
rational conviction. Ignofance is neither che 
mother of devotion, nor the foundatiam of 4, 
Chriſtian's, faith. To believe in the Son vf, Cod 
is the moſt rational thing in the world,” ang that 
faith Which is ſaving is founded i in Knowledge: 
particularly the. knowlegge of him whois the 
bleſſed object of it: the knowledge of h and 
what he is; what he has gevealed; hat 


; done; — (0 he has ſuffered; what he-is {ilk do- 


ing; What he has promiſed. to do, Such k“. 
ledge of Chriſt encqurages, confidence and jqy in 


him, whereas ignorance would leave room for 
ſear and diſtreſs, To illuſtrate this by a familiar 


example : had you in a time of danger (e. g. ſup- 


rr 


14 \: The-dying believers 
bappiiy reſeued the moſt valuable part of your 
; property, and in your haſte put it into the hands 
of a ſtranger; when you came to recolle& what 
you had done, you” would be alarmed for the 
conſequence. - But if you had committed it to 
the care of an intimate friend, you would reſt 
ſatisfied, though you had not ſeen” him after- 
ward, nor heard particularly how the valuable 
depoſite was ſecured. I know him, (would 
you ſay) and therefore I am perſuaded, that 
< in his hands it is ſafe.” Such a friend, ſuch a 
known and tried friend, is Jeſus to all who 
truly believe in him; and with far Higher reaſon 
may they truſt him with their eternal concerns, 


than they can truſt their temporal ones with their 


deareſt friends on earth. Earthly” friends may 
prove unfaithful, anq the neareſt" relatives un- 
kind. Through inability, if not through infidelity, 
thoſe in whom we place our firtneſt confidence 
may difappoint our Hope. "Unforeſten' circum- 
ſtances ariſing, may render them ufiable to fulfil 
their engagements, Some ſudden calamity 1 may 
deprive them of their own | property; andi f ours 

aleng with it. And, ſhould” neither of theſe 
happen, earthly friends may die, on whoſe lives' 
the” happineſs of our own depended, and our 
hopes be buried in their tomb. But every Chriſ- 
tian knows, as our apoſtle did, that he, in whom 
he has truſted for the ſalvation of his foul, is poſ- 

ſeſſed-of power, as well- as faithfulneſs, equal to 
the confidence repoſed in him; abundantly 
equal to every exigence, to every danger, and 
that: this his heavenly friend lives for ever; fo 
that 


. 

confidence and joy in Chriſt. - 

' thilt he may ſing in triumph, with che Kere oy 
FR of our If, or, : 


- 


| Firm as * earth thy gospel a, 
My Lord, my hope, my truſt : 
If I am found in Jeſus hands, 
n ſoul can ne er be loſt. 
But let us a little more aki cobbidei Ae 
knowledge of Chriſt which was the foundation 
of the apoſtle's confidence in him, as n will 
tend to the confirmation of our own. 


He FING him to be the. true Meſiab—Though 47 
he had not ſeen Chriſt in the fleſh, he had the 
moſt inconteſtible and extraordinary evidence of 
his being the ſon of God and the Saviour of the 
world. His converſion to the faith of the goſpel. 
was affected by a complication of miracles. 
For ſo violent were his prejudices that no argu- 
ments, nor all the miracles which had been 
wrought, would convince him. In his way to 
Damaſcus, to perſecute the diſciples there, you 
know that Jeſus whom he perſecuted ſtopped him 
in his wild career, by a light from Heaven which 
ſtruck him to the ground, and deprived him of 
his fight ; that by an audible voice he reproved 
hum for the madneſs of his zeal; ; and afterwards 

commiſſioned Ananias, in a viſion, to go to him 
and by a miracle recover him from his blindneſs, 
and reveal the purpoſes of divine mercy to him 
3 as, 2 choſen veſſel]. —Paul alſo knew J eſus to be 


1 | the 


16 —— W 


the Meffiak from the miracles which he himſelf 
| was enabled to perform in his name and by his 
power, well as thoſe wrought by his bre- 
_. thren, Not to inſiſt on the many arguments 
which, upon a diligent enquity, he drew from 
the Old Teſtament ſcriptures (particularly the pro- 
phecies) by which we are told he proved to the 
Jews that Jeſus was the Chriſt. The education 
which he had had in the ſchool of Gamalizl gave 
bim great advantage for ſuch an enquiry, and 
ſeryed . greatly to confirm him in the faith of 
the goſpel. The apoſtle, moreover, knew the 
truth of it from extraordinary viſions, and reve- 
lations made to him, when he was received up 
eee, third heavens, and heard what it was 
not poſſible for a man to utter. But beſides this 


external and extraordinary evidence to the truth 


ef the Saviour's character, the apoſtle had re- 
ceived additional knowledge of it from the inter- 
nal evidence of his religon, and above all by the 

experience of its power upon his own foul. He 
_ that belivvetb-on the fon of God bath the Witneſs in 

bimſelf. This the apoſtle had in à very high de- 
gree. He had been the chief of formers, but he 
had experienced that tbe law of the ſpirit of life in 
Crit Fefus had made bim free from' the law of fin 
an death. He had been a blaſphemer and a per- 
ſecuror, z proud ſetf-rightcous boaſting Phariſee ; 
but he was become an holy, benevolent, and 
humble chriſtian; and he well knew thut he 
whoſe grace had produced the 22 change, | 
| 10 1 17 and 


is i played maſt be true- and divine—Levir de 
del, 


He lar much of the A the power, Wk the grate 
of Chriſt. From the writings of the ancient Pro- 
phets, from the hiſtories.compoſed by the Evan- 
geliſts, from expreſs. revelations delivered to 
himſelf, he knew that he in whom he had be- 
lieved was. not only a true prophet, but a divine 
Saviqur. In his ſeveral epiſtles he diſcovers the 
higheſt ideas of the —— ra of his perſon, the © 
glories of his character, the greatneſs of his wiſ- 
| dom, power, and love, and his perſuaſion that 
in him Deity was united with humanity to ſave 
the degenerate, helpleſs, and periſning creatures 
that truſted in him for ſalvation. Hear his on 
words in the few following paſſages among many. 
He is the brightneſs of bis father's glory, and the ex- 
preſs image of bis perſon. In bim it hath pleaſed the 
Father that all. fullngs ſhould dwell. In him dwelleth 
all "the fullneſs of the God. bead bodily. Wherefore be hy 
is able to ſaye unto the utterinoſt them. that come 
unto God by him, ſeeing that he ever liveth to make in- 
terceſſion for dben.— We wt once more obſerve, 2 


He hee Griſt a bis wn, Redeemer. He was 
not only, perſuaded that he was able to fave his 
people 1 in general, but that his ſaving power and 
grace were engaged on his own behalf; and this 
was the principal foundation of his confidence © 

| and joy. . The-fruits of faith in his teniper 12 
D life 
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life had afforded. him the ſolid and comfortable 


evidence that his was be, faith of God select. And 


the Spirit of God (as he himſelf ſpeaks) had wit- 
neſſed with his ſpirit that he was a child of God, an 
heir of glory, a joint heir with Chriſt; in ahm, 
/ after that be believed, he uu, ſeated wg the boly 
| ſpirit of promiſe, whith is the earneſt our inheritance 


until the redemption- of the purebaſed pon. This 
confidence in Chriſt's ſaving power was alſo 


confirmed by what he had experienced: of it al- | 


ready. His knowledge of Chriſt was an experi- 

mental knowledge. He had felt the power of 
Chriſt operating upon Kis ſoul, not only in re- 
moving his obſtinate prejudices, and effecbrrally 
converting - him to himſelf, but in n 


im in his work and warfare. He had: experi 


enced the divine. influence of the goſpel and the 
Spirit of Chriſt, aſſiſting and animating him in 
his arduous labours, ſupporting him under his 
heavy. trials, ſuccouring him under his ſevere 


temptations. In alt» theſe views he had found | 


that gracious prorriſe fulfilled, which ina pecu- | 
liarexigence he had received from this. ſacred lips, 

my grace ir ſufficient for thee; my firength\is made per- 
fe in thy weakneſs) From hence he drew the 


certain inference with reſpect to 1 5 future ſecu- 
rity in the redecther's F tis "ability to 


keep Hun fafe untg hib Rewe no Ping pddin.—Is 


now only bin that we conſider” . 


KAT 21G 110 r at M3 * 95 45671 


NO The comforr' and 307 which this welt 
founded confidence in Chrift'vecafidned.. His 


211 8 — 1 faith, 


4, 
confidence and joy in Chriſt. 19 
faith, being founded in knowledge and experi- 
ence, did not fail him in the time of his extre- 
mity, when every thing elſe failed. He had 
peace and joy in believing: The joy of faith appear- 
ed in the midſt of out ward diſtreſſes and the hea- 
vieſt perſecutions. Sorrowful (ſays he) yet always 
| rejoicing. His faith cauſed him always to triumph 
in Chriſt, and defy his perſecutors to do their 
worſt, He was now (as we faid) a prifoner of 
Jeſus Chriſt, in cloſe confinement, but his ſoul 
wWuoas free: free from guilt, and therefore free from 
fear and ſhame. Though he had the death of a 
martyr in immediate proſpect, his heart was 
tilled with courage and joy. By faith in his cru- 
cified and triumphant'Saviour he had overcome 
death, as well as the world and ſin, and rejaiced 
in the proſpect of a glorious and happy immor- 
tality. I am now ready (ſays he, chap. iv. 6.) 70 
be offered up, as a ſacrifice and the time of my de- 
pdrture is at hand. I have fought a good fight, I 
have finiſhed my courſe, I have kept the faith. 'Hence= 
forth there is laid up for me a crown of righteouſrieſs, 
which the Lord, the ri _ judge, ful give me a 


that 40. 


1 mall n. now „ to aſſiſt you in en ap- : 
plication and improvement of what hath been ad 
vanced, with a particular view to ggg 0 
fecting occaſion.—lIt to reflect 


” , } 


4; What a 1 we to be alianlebs) to God | 
wy wh Chriſt and his gloriqus goſpel. 
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When we think of the value of theſe ſouls of 


7 ours, as rational and immortal; as allied to 


angels and formed after the image of their Makers 


capable of the knowledge, love, and enjoyment 


of him for ever; and at the ſame time refſect on 
the danger they are in of being for ever loſt in 


5 conſequence of the univerſal apoſtacy, O what 
Praiſe appears to be due to the Father of mercies, 
who has ſent his ſon to redeem and ſave them, who 


is in every view ſo worthy to be the object of the 
ſinner's truſt ! With all the gratitude of which our 
ſouls are capable, let us ſay, in the words of this 
apoſtle, who well knew the worth of a Saviour, 
Thanks be to God for his unſpeakable gift.— And let 


us, bleſs him likewiſe for that goſpel in which 


this Saviour is revealed in all his glory and 
grace; and in which the moſt guilty, polluted, and 


' miſerable among us, are invited to come to him 


and make him the object of our truſt. Bleſs 


God that this goſpel has been put into your 


hands, and that the miniſters of Jeſus have been 
ſent among you to preach it. I call upon you, 
my brethren of this congregation, in the midſt 
of your preſent ſorrow, to acknowledge the riches 
of the divine goodneſs to you, in having favoured 
you, for many years, with a conſtant ſucceſſion 


of paſtors, whoſe buſineſs and delight it has been 


to preach among you Jeſus Chriſt and him cruci- 
fied, and: to encourage your faith and hope in 
him. While you mourn their loſs let it comfort 
you to fecollect that the goſpel which they 
ORs abideth ; and that Fe aſus Chrift, the great 
8 author 


171 


n 2 77 joy in — 
when and the chief ſubje&t of it, is thi Jews 
Ded, to "ge and for ever. 


ts Les. us ble: God r the ms | 
in which the power. and excellence of faith in 

this glorious redeemer have been manifeſted in 
.the comfortable lives and PRs An of his 


people. 


The experience of the great apoſtle; which! x we . 
have now been conſidering, was very far from 
being peculiar to him as an apoſtle, or as a mi- 
niſter. There have been many glorious inſtances. 
of the ſame triumphs of faith in the experience 
of ordinary miniſters, . and private Chriſtians.” 
Many ſuch we have all heard of, and bleſſed be 
God, ſome we ourſelves have known. We have. 
ſeen the influence of a divine faith in not only 
animating believers to the moſt arduous ſervices, 
but in ſupporting them under the heavieſt- trials: 
in raiſing them above the fear of death, and en- 
abling them to rejoice and triumph in the hour 
of nature's diſſolution, though ſuddenly called 
out of life in the morning of their days, and 
though they had every thing in the world that 
could invite their continuance in it. e 


Such an inſtance we FER lately ſeen in Us 
caſe of your worthy. paſtor, and my beloved 
friend, Dr. Samuel Wilton... He expreſſed that 


firm confidence of faith in the Redeemer on his | 


dying bed, which was accompanied wich 4 joy 
unſpeakable and full of glory. Nor was this faith 
the effect of ignorance or preſumption. It was 
er | founded 


— 


22 ene eg 
founded on W and it was evidenced by 


the genuine fruits of holineſs in his life. Though 


he was too well known to moſt of you to need a 
N panegyric from me; were I better capable of it, 
| Cwhich, indeed, by an injunction under his own 


hand I am prevented from attempting *) it will 
be as pleaſing to you, as it is to myfelf, briefy 


to repreſent the leading features of his character, 


and the general tenor of his life, which had ſo 
glofious an end; not ſo much with a view to his 
praiſe, as to the praiſe of that grace which was 


With eder, which he was ever ready to ac- 


as, In 2 pay r found dae his interment, (evidently written 
= conſiderable time before His laſt illneſs, ) are contained the, 
following directions reſpecting his funeral, which (excepting 
e the partiality of his friendſhip to me dictated) I tranſ 
ibe at length, as they afford a pleaſing proof of his humi- 
ity, as well as his apprehenſion of an early death, and his 
lively' hope with reſpe& to futurity.---<* I would by no 


means wiſh to have” a pompous and expenſive funeral. 


+ All I deſire is to be Interred/in a plain and decent man- 
61 ner, without any unneceſſary parade; which appears to me 


: 70 no ways ſuitable to the humiliating view given us of hu- 


% man nature in death.” I look for a triumph not to my in- 
r terment but future reſurrection. If I might be allowed to 
*.ithuſe who ſhould addreſs my family and flock upon occa- 
4 ſion of my removal from them, I would requeſt it of, &e, 


48 ——— I am ſure he would not flatter by high-flown 


«1compliments, to my memory, of which T am altogether 


e undeſerving. I wou d not have a word ſaid beyond the 


ktricteſt limits of truth and juſtice, and not even the little 
#. which they may warrant any farther than may be thought 
te candurive to ſome good end- It is hoped: the following 
e he chought contrary to the pirit of this in- 
unction None 15 Dr. Wilton will. diſpute the juſ- 

155 ref fit, and its uti ty is ſufficiently apparent in the views + 
are eee ni l 19 nnen 
bak 5 know- 


| 1 

confidence amd joy in Chriſt. _ . 
knowledge he was what he was, and to engage 
others to à careful imitation, as well as to pro- 

mote the comfort and reſignation of thoſe wWπ¹)—“,“ 
Re CTY andere re | 
ella: died in cee noh by pen, | 
wiioſs idarly care it was (in - concurrence with 
other-pious friends) to train him up in the nur- 
ture and admonition of the Lord. And they 
ſoon had the pleaſure to Tee: their endeavours - 
crowned with fucceſs. He'feared'the-Lord: froth 
his youth. He early received tbe. ſpirit of grace 
and ſupplication in ſuach a degree, that he was 
ſometimes heard to pray with ſome of the family, 
when he was but a. child, in ſuch a manner as 
excited pleaſing aſtaniſhment; The miniſterial 
office was the object of his own early choice, and 
he applied himſelf, with uncommon diligence, 
to a courſe of ſtudy preparatory to it. He made 
great proficiency in grammar learning, im a little 
time, under the care of a learned clergyman of 
the eſtabliſhed church, who always expreſſed 
great regard for the abilities and character of his 
pupil. He entered upon academical ſtudies un- 
der the direction of the late eminent Dr. David 
Jennings, who dying before they were finiſhed, he 
compleated them under the Doctor's fucceſſor, 
the preſent learned Dr. Savage ; of whoſe church 
be alſo became a member. And he conducted 
himſelf, in every reſpect, ſuitable to his cha- 
racter, both as a memiber of a Chriſtian church, 
and a candidate for the ſacred miniſtry, ſo as to 
. enjoy the reſpast and love of his fellow-pupils, 
13 | | and 
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and of all that knew him, as well as. the diſtin- 
guiſhed regards of his paſtor and tutor. The 


e neũrer his engagement in the miniſtry was in 


ce proſpect, (to uſe his own words at his ordina- 


tion) the more his inclination to it encreaſed. 


He entered upon it with painful diffidence, with 


. chearſul reliance upon, and importunate ſup- 
et plications to, the Father of lights, for his 
ence, aid, and acceptance. The leading 
e principle, by which he was animated to under- 
ec take and proſecute” this office, was, that he 


. might therein be inſtrumental of glorifying 
e God, in the recovery and ſalvation of ſinners, 


„ and of advancing the Redeemer's kingdom 
and church in the world. And he cared not 


bat ſatrifices he made of worldly profit and 


« honour to attain this end, as thoſe objects he 
e never had in view.“ When he entered upon 
his public work, he gave general ſatisfaction to 
ſerious judicious hearers, who are fond of evan- 
gelical, practical, and experimental preaching, 
and foon received a very warm and unanimous 


invitation from à congregation at © Tooting in 


"Surrey, to fucceed the Reverend and learned Dr. 


Heut Milet, F. R. S. Though his talents qua- 


lifle& him for a larger ſphere, and he might have 
ſettled in the city, he prudently preferred this 
retired ſituation that he might improve his mi- 
niſterial furniture; and as the intereſt was greatly 
funk; he wiſhed to be, as he ſoon found tkat he 
Was, inſtrumental in reviving it. As ſoon as he 
undertook» the care of a church, he applied him- 
Bana 5 | ſelf 
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conic j in Obrift 25 


Golf in med to the duties of his office. Beſides 
the ordinary ſervices of the Lord's day, he ftat- 
edly. preached a lecture on the Wedneſday even- 
ing, He alſo quickly undertook the uſeful, 5 
but too much neglected, work of catechiſing 
children, and was very diligent in viſiting his 
flock ; eſpecially the poor, the midots and the fas 
= therleſs in their aſflickiun. Nor did he confine his 
N \ labours to the people of his charge he fre- 
quently engaged in occaſional ſervices in te 
neighbourhood ; beſides more ſtated ones, in con- 1 9 
currence with ſeveral of his brethren, on the | 
Lord's day evening. And he did not labour in 
vain in the Lord. His miniſtry was viſibly ſuc- 
+ ceeded, in many inſtances, for promoting the 
great ends which he always had in view. He 
not only found the number of his ſtated hearers 
increaſe, but had the greater ſatisfaction of ſee- 
ing many additions to his church, ſeveral of 
whom were effectually converted to God by his 
means. Having ſpent about ten years in this 
retirement, he wWas called into a more pub- 
if: | lic. ſphere of action, to ſucceed the truly ami. 
able and excellent Dr. William Langford, at the 
 Weigh-boyſe. It was not without much deliberation: 
and prayer, that he determined upon this removal. 
No temporal ad vantage would have been a temp- 
tation to him; and in this caſe, it is well known, 
he had not the proſpect of any. His deſire was 
to follow the leadings of Providence, and he had 
great ſatisfaction afterwards in thinking that he 
did ſo. Though he was not attended by a grept, 
E crowd 
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crowd! ofꝰaũtmirersjothe intereſt hefti ch Kat 
bech ſiinkatenj{lox, begun gradually to Te lve, 

and pm wahuable additions bf y ouffDHperſuns ef. 

pecially were made to gheechurdtis May they 
prove ſteadycand ornamental” pillarseto c He 
hai a growing intereſt in the eſteemiof his people, 
and I am perſuaded many; of ydu had iabundant 
catſe to eſteem him, on account. of che plenſure gf 
and beheftwhich-youvreceived fromispublic, | Þ| * 
miniſtrations and private viſits, in both Which he 
| manifeſted. the moſt affectionate concern for your Foot 
biggheſt intereſts. His heart was much ſer upon 
doing good. I know that he had formed ſeveral 
ſcchemes for uſefulneſs, which, if his Hife Rad been 
 prilopged, it might have been expected he would 
batte executed with great actduntage, for che good 
of this church, and the intereſt of the church at 
5 large. Lie was indeed a binnitg and a ſhining ligbi; 
ad nefor- a ſeaſon (alas for how ſhort à Eaſ oH) 
dqaiced in his ligbi . Hewas eminentlyfortmed for 
| uſelulneſs, both by nature and by grace · an 
hei conducted himſelf am alk che duties H 
ofmige, and in his general deportment in Nfe, us 4 1H - 
rginifter,\of the goſpel Roald. «Witt regard to 
mathrał endouments, lie way-remarkablySdiftins\ 
| guiſned by retentive memoryzf lively nag! 
nations a ſolid jud gement and af readyirifeter]” 
ange ſolthat though aha dul ways ſtudied, he ſel- 
dan vt his diſcourſesʒ Aohichthowever, (Wen 
heartiaineds theafull poſſefſiem f Himiſe lH, often 
dn za utalnies ai ehuνονma torr teins Rad 
kunde ba ai : ora ow: 
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had the appearance of eldborato db Mv - 
His aàcquined abilities werengrede. His dearningg 
was wer ytcdnſiderableʒ thought made no parade 
obatt, anddi Mind was Schreck dür mee 
ments an alli che ſeverab ſubſects of Pra e and 
cxpenimental1divinityuogHis-acgquaintance? with: 
controverſial bnaatthrsoawlss Wot inferior; bat he | 
knew to well the great def gn Of the chriſtilan 
miniſtryg und che worth! off biils;1 to ſhew it in 
his public :diſcuurſeb whiehfwere not adapted to 
amuſe tho fanby, inueli Teſs Ixitate the paſſlons) 
büt ito tuch. chi: conſtience to Warm ther uffece⸗- 
tions, 10 · iiitprove and comſorc the heart, EU E- 
fort and gulate the life c quicken and ani- 
mats theꝗdul.oĩ Here Mad an W oath, Tivanr;7 
fervehq, andhſicRiby nohIbprenchiing, by which | 
it. u welk udp e en ee 
thed lane chectüs mE ul be zppried w his 
prayeslpicee ¹ν,φνm ] Wͥͤ N add, neo 
fluchey n euriet y If ohr N preathe@ andy 
pe e eargeflein 3885 great after 
wotk, andiꝛdifrorered ire bet H fifa: \Ueepyp? - = 
rindired»wiih tbe Erba: Things oft religiös 
fulſyc dent upon unſtering che Fnportdii ends: ofto 
his Effe. d od e wry eee bas How 
#id dq yasm D rn ai andiond bag bag 
Had ie preticorſpondedayithrhialpratcheng 
ing. lecleycral virthes ef the chaiſtibeabatatso? 
-2s 113859 voy £ Bi&volyu oi wid bat * | 
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in writing right fe che light v [bur c rich negret cmi the 
ö ras t he expreſsly beg the ae or any of 
his manuf-ripts. 
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ordination; to Which alone I need to refer 2 
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$ The bing belies. 


enen in his habitual-temper, and 
his converſation abounded in all the fruits of ho- 
lineſs and love. He was ever mindful to put in 
practice that charge given to Timothy, Tale 
heed. to thyſelf, and his tutor's admirable exhorta- 
tions to him, founded upon it, otthe day of hi 


| Riranger who wiſhed to know what — 
in reſpect to morality, religion, and prudence. 
Wete I under no, 4eſtfaint, 1 ſhould; be tempted 
bo to enlarge here; as a n er 
cial virtues, in the cl Ot a 48. 5 
a father, a brother, . 2 neighbour, . 
a friend, N he eminently adorned his 
religious profeſſion; and his public office. But | 
I muſt, add a few words on what appear to have | 
been the leading features of bis charakter, via. 
- his benevolence and his zeal. His liberal foul de- 
vifed literal things. The fortune, with which Pro- 
vidence had bleſſed. him; he employed wich 
_ greater pleaſure in relieving the diſtreſſes of 
others, than in procuring the ſuperſluities of liſe 
for himſelf, and he ſtudied frugality for the ſake | 
of doing good. He was ready to every good | 
work, and remarkably given to hoſpitality, ab his 
e 3 dan Wies He rage de 

ſocial affoctions as ſtrongly as moſt men. 

This led him tp cultivate a very general ac- 
Fee i dy er: . 
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| | E F 
fullneſs of temper, [ſits tine no eb ill; 
ſo much eandour towards their diftingutfhing o | 


nions, and yet fuch an openneſs in declaring, f. 
ſuch à truſy chriſtian ſpirit in maintaining, h 
oon, as greatly endearedt him to all whofe god 
opinion was worth ſecuring; and as did hoboar 
to the Evangelical fentiments which he eſpbuſtd. 5 
And equal to his other encellencies was 1 
zeul. eee ee e 
16 & Which he undertook; aud had Ipirit, equal to his 
| ability, to defend hinifelf or others whereve el hb 
thought the cauſe” of truth or holinefs, of juſtice 
or charity were cc d Nor did bis zeal. 
carry him beyond tlie bounds of moderation. , If 
in any thing it ſeemed to do fo, it was in the glo- 
{ _rious cauſeof civil and religious liberty, Bur all | 
| who knew tum will acquit himof an jntemperate;; | 
n heat in defending. either, and N. of any 
5 like er gs 1407 the pei 


ters of the cttablihed 8 SOLES was 5 25 1 
to embrace thoſe of them, who a ppeared. Fon 
entious, as brethren... In what he hd 


; upon che RTE WF y between Tem "It Hs 3 1 


if 12 {1 e 4 SQ . at} 2 FE by 2 
2 1 34 23 el 41 1 +4 - — * 


2 . ans e woitten- on ae- 
ceaſion of the applications of the Diſſenters to Parliament. 
g for relief in the affair of ſubſcription ;' of the committee for 
- which he had the honour of being choſen a member. | 
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Gay þ were, the great matters of Ca cs 
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| devarad, bas lite, rg Peg eg pon-didehe unk. iet 


ralf feared, chat 1 0 M0; 


life deaf, to. him ſoſthat hEmight he iᷣnſtrumęntal, 
to 40 = 4 0 e Wend De ne. 
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zack uin Ik is my 9 810 70 t 80 
aſſürk 50 14 5 "he arc e Ke ig Ny Hat 155 
cofiſtitutiò he ap prehended, as " has a6 3 90 
he often 5 relled it "with that cm/s e ch, A 
becariie gl ne” wh, had the {yo 15 Wh | 
A fob fie was ſeized ed with, th 1 e 
ai y, yg a Period. "To hiv 5 he I e- 
. —— t Would prove 3-5: 20 le the rer 
fore, Wi fe calmnels, Let his ier © 


by fereffn dme tem) poral "affairs ; for his eternal”. 
orfes had been ſerted long before. He was for 


ſeveral days a good _ ey) TA JENS" 


ternoon ef the day He died 9 


201 2 im A 16 e 10 5 d. * je: 
„dme NOS 445d 10 100 of 219 ws 50 


no bo 
confilenet'and ic in 'Ebrift. 31 
jueid interval, and ee evidence to 
his mburning friends l he Was ripe for glory. 
He ſaid td an intimate utcchunntance, Who came 
from” theicity;x0'viſie” Mm (after having ſpoken 
with great compofur about fore fecular affairs) 
Nou now ſee me in che flea New of death, and 
«-] rejoice in tlie proſpełt. It Has been my de. 
lighe tot preach the goſpel of Chriſt and pro. 
<, mote His glory. I àrr Hot Afraid to die, fbr T 
</know:whoni, z have believed, and Payer 
ce ſuaded, &c31Heithendaidj5* You'wit 80 to 
te prayer wit m. Let uv ffer a feœ frre pe- 
<< titions to God befor oe enter the works of 
cc praiſe, from which I a ab feat diſtancel- 
Soon after; ſbmie othet friends confi iütò ehe 
room (for he had that day enpreſſtd his Willing 
neſs to ſee: allichat wouldiventure to ſce iin): he 
put on a pleaſing:ſmiſe w Hic V him an appear. 
ance almoſt more than hum He addreſſed 
himſelf particularly to them, and broke out into 
a prayer; in whithr he affectionutely remembered 
chem alls oonQuded wit lh. ſaying, Chi Lord 
Jeſus, \ core qnick(y.> One of them erpreffug ſome 
hope and de fit that lie might yet be recovered; 
he aſked gun. thel language of reproof cc No/you' 
e iſh mer torνõο]⁰i back agaim into the wilder. 
< neſs? Mr clo nõt IH ve f̃eturn one ſtep. 
6am not aſtpaicl wo dit AIA6 Humdly lamented 
his imperſełtiohs, o cheugir he expreſſed his. ſatis⸗ 
actiofi in qiav rig: lack himſckf o for Promoting 
0 honour of his great 209d; und faid, © Thaves 
Thad my doubts, but my hope is well founded. 
| « I have 
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« God that I do not, J cannot doubt.“ He then 
expreffed. the moſt lively and delightful views 


and foretaſtes of the heavenly happineſs, in ſuch 


_ tranſporting language, as aſtoniſhed the hearers, 


and as they are not able to repeat, ſo as to give 
any idea to others of the delightful ſcene ; we 
mult therefore leave it, and wait for Heaven to 


compleat the narrative. Having expreſſed a de- 


irre to ſee his intimate friend and brother (who 


has now the affliction of addreſſing you) © once 


e more” (as he expreſſed it) © before we meet in 
s glory, I was immediately ſent for, and rea- 


dily went, though not till nature was almoſt ex- 


_ havſted. On my approaching his bed, and ſay- 
ing This is the moſt painful meeting we have 
enjoyed, he expreſſed the continuance of it, and 


then repeated the words on which I have been 
Giſcourling, I know ia whom I have belicued, &c. 
his delirium returned, and the ſymp- 
 roms.of his. diflolution came ſpeedily on. For a 
conſiderable time he ſtruggled hard, apparently 
under great agony, attended at times with dole- 
ful. groans 3 but even theſe were mingled. with 
Hallelyabs, which he frequently repeated, till at 
length nature was entirely ſpent, his breath gra- 
dually failed, and juſt at . 
ee eee 2 


- 
; 2 
3 


| ea 


confilence ini jo i. '* hq: 
Let this triumpkant exit of our dear friend 


; oe to comfort us under our heavy loſs, and to 


reconcile us to that myſterious diſpenſation of 
Providence which has cut off ſo uſeful and de- 
Rrable a life in its prime. And white; with 
humble faith and pious” reſignation,” we Wait for 
the light of eternity to explain che reaſons f an 
event ſo mournful to his family, to che world, 
and to the church, let all who are acquainted 
With it lay it to heart, and join in praifing the 
God of all grace for what his departed fervant 
was, for what he did, and for what he enjoyed. 
I call upon you, the aged parents, the mourning 
widoy,, the fatherleſs children, the other rel A- 
tives, the intimate friends of the deceaſe d— 
brethren in the miniſtry, his. flock 1 in particular, 
and his acquaintance in general; . while you-af- | 
fectionately lament” your own Teh each other's 
 lofs, 1 call upon you to bleſs God for this freſh 
And ſtriking teſtimony ti to the truth, the power, 
and the . FR of the e goſpel, —L muſt add, 


as. Her ur ul be deſſirous that we may die ve 
| Fame joyful trlumphaſit death.” Die we All of ys 
muſt. How ſoon, God atone cal tell. Sure! 
there is not one among us, but, on hearing 0 7 
| the death. bed confolations of pur friend, is bhi 
ſtrained to adopt the wiſh of Balaam,” Let me die 
"the dedth of the + bie, and let „ end be like 
3 bis" O kappy they, of whom it is kruiy Kid „ey 
d . Faith! How gionen, how defireable is ſuch 
a death! ι Let who-will, pleaſe themfelves with 


F 8 _—_ 


©: The ing tiever's' 


ce talking of à philoſophical death, let me die 
* like a: Chriſtian. Let them truſt to natural 
< reaſon and reſolution, but O do thou give me 
faith. Faith Will Prep amy Ianguiſhing head, 
* diſpel the miſts from my clouded eyes, quicken 
«my feeble. pulſe, and revive my ſinking ſpirits. 
The ritheſt cordial in rr 
vith it.. Grobe. Men e er zowee 


ut 


34 
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Them — Bangs * 2 — * breaks, 
, How. ſoft my pai roll! He pes 


we glory: in my foul. Watts. ao ql Il 1 


LY poor, how 7 6 comfortleſs, the 
flartering account, lately publiſhed *, of the phi- 
loſophical death of a much admired ſeptic, _ 
left, the world without ſo much as hinting at fu- 
turity, or mentioning the Being who | gaye him 
exiſtence, in compariſon with that of A Chriſtian 
"miniſter; now imperfectly related. Who that 
makes the ſmalleſt pretenſions to the character 
of a reaſonable creature, would not prefer the ſitu- 
ation of the latter, though his memory ſhould 
ſoon be entirely forgotten, to that of the for- 
mer, with all the fitergry fame, which was conſeſ- 
ſed! dly - the ultimate object of. his ambition. To 
cannot ſuppoſe there 1s. that perſon here, wha, 
on the compariſon, Ges, not feel. his heart 
Ac ie We , Ms. Gas ine dic in Faith," 
cet N at PC. We | 
un 247 996 Lie of Dart Hams Ry, | £2021 
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" i general ſhall fail, and the world, te all that 
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ehen nd joy in abit. = 
Bleſſed'be'God 1, ſuch a wiſh needs dt be a vain 
ineffectual one. TOR is a poſfible attainment. | 
But remernber, wiſhin nylon will not do. Would 
you die in faith? It is neceſſury yo mould Ar in 
faith alſo. The apoſtle, \whoſe words We have 
been 3 could tay; 'The 7g wbicb 7 live 


p 1 ot 


Mn ths 10 precious 7 bs) lake! your 1 
2 will render your death pa and comfort- 
Come now by fajth, ye who have lived a 
— "or ſenſe and ſin, come and give your ſouls 
into the hands of eſus, to be p Ny fanc- 
tified, and ſaved. Le men 564 the world,” who 
have been hitherto moſt ſolicitous about your. 
2 wu: Who 1 rn or "Ate in in dan- 
> the failure | 
of hols Sit you the Pwr, and who are 
ſometimes alarmed" with. an apt rehenfion of: the 
failure. of p public credit, and Ie ati xious to know 
where 2 ſhall ſafely depoſite your wealth ; be 
nga! ed this day to beſtow one, thought about 
your < outs, and bethink yourſelves es what wil be⸗ 
come of them in e hat . 6 your el and 
beart Jball. fail; that day, When creafure-credit 


is in it, be burnt up.” If 105 have hot 4 ſaviour | 
then. 1978 is loſt for ever. 27 alone 
can keep it, is s Jefub. Commit it tohüm now, 
and he will. But ſee tö it that 'y6uld& this ih 
the way which the polpel preſcribes. See that 


you 
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 bearty which; governs che rlifel whicll alone will 
be found of any avgil an that . truſt not 


therefore to Any Ae HP 0 neinnabilnag dere 2 5 


an 


e tale of you Nh o, thr thi grace, 
heved, with to Experience El bp 10 + 5 
concerned. ts ; know "on. when you, ha aye] beheved. 
2 0 onaranee is one comyhon ca auſe of. infid tos 
perte jon in knowledge 15,4 5 
bon of, jo oath, and. conſeg of | 
the Ch iſtians Fant of comfort and, joy, Ik , 
, a 15 in age at, of 
1 > "Io pr Mg name 
Wi oj We Anc 1 5 
As heir 7 25 Ll — eir tru 
18 1 he nj den 4 the goſpel, and RW great 
founda FN ,;of our faith, in. the author hl 
Thus, will, your faith be the 8 | 
againſt, the attach Hy 35 lun e hey in this, unbe ber 
in e, 0 W ifs youn pe cult 
| 10 fed. 55 While Ph 1 e of 
your - faith, endeavour t. to improve. my four! LR 
5 8 Fit the Ae PRES. of 1 ey \The-m my 
eee Nas ge (grace of UE a 
gore reaſ 12 wi | you 

your - confi —4 5 Jim, an the, more | 


| 15 your peace * Joy abovnd.—L will; on 
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i Pet. IV. 19. 


23 . 
| 3 
confidence and joey in Chu * 

Be conterned to know him more as your coun | 
. For this purpoſe, oſten examine yours 
ſelves whether you be in the faith. Be much in 
prayer for» the Spirit of God to wing with your 
ſpiriu, Concerning the truth of your Chriſtianity 
Remember that, (as Mr..Gharw expreſſes it) 
< there muſt he ſomething: in your heart e 4 


© foundation for the Spirit's teſtimony. Cul- ; 


tivate therefore the graces of the Spirit, and be 
watobful and diligent in your general walle and 
converſation. 6 Aſſurance is dbubileſs an bro p 
able ing; ur not in '3 Ra of "ind lence, | 
din Be rally brings, doub | 
the ſoul, and an holy EEE | 
preſence as 4-chaſtiſement for it. "Ay even 
uniform coutſe of commits ith Gl, Ad 
obedience to his will, is the natural and divinely 
appointed means of enjoying ſolid and perma- 
nent comfort. Civr all "d{ligthce:Fberefore to make 
your calling and zlefion ſure, We often hear pro- 
feſſors talk of their doubts. and fears; and who | 
can wonder that many of them ſhould, con- 
dering how they ve; how. negligent in the 
great duties of ;goglineſs y hw averſe to retire- 
ment ho much conformed ta. the worlds how 
contracted. i their hearts z wand how little-gool 
they do. Not ſo lived our departed friend: it 
was in a long continued courſe of holy and hum- 
ble walking with ene that he urtalngg: the 
: LM be net ata; it deſerves to be re- 
corded, that he privately kept a yearly Faſt, in oommemo- 
ration 
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wencellliey andcorahichcht expreſſed Af chen 


you would enjoy is conſolations living and dy- 


ing ſufferd the word of iexhortation;' and "what 
your fte in him doo: Towil cloſe theowhole>with 
thenaddreſs of che apoſtle to the Hebrews, 


(ch vi. 175) „e defide Mut eviry ont of you du ſbe 
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ben fta ſignal deliverance which he received, when: in 
imminent, danger of, his life, . horſe's plupging 


into a deep water, in his * to Tooting, when he. firſt, 
that he obſerved 
pope hn ev ee ads f 


ara; e hielt he has left in ſhorts 
Keie dent. Neher for ſeveraſt nm kept an acpoung 
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Tri is the OE? aK a poke Man and an excel 
lent Miniſter, cut off in the Prime of Life and 


in the midſt of his Uſefulneſs, that has brought 
us at preſent to theſe regions of Death, and 
might juſtify my giving copious vent to the e lan- 


g 


guage of friendſhip, affection and grief. But 1 


ſhall check the Emotions I feel, as the exttava- 
gance of Funeral Panegyrics was one early cauſe 
of introducing much Superſtition into the Chriſ- 
tian Church. It is not the province of Miniſters 
when they appear on theſe occaſions, to ſtrow in- 


cenſe on the aſhes of the Dead, but to endeavour 
to improve ſuch ſolemn events to the benefit of 


the Living. And were I to expatiate, as I could 
with Truth, on the uncommon Merit, and enter 
arg ely.. into. the. Character of our dear deceaſed 
Fe ſhould : anficipate, and invade the affice 
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| worthy Brocher, who i is to reach the Fu- 
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However, decorum, duty and affection will 
not ſuffer me totally to refrain from bearing my 
public Teſtimony to his Worth, and expreſſingmy 
warm regürd to his Memory. This is to db ho- 
nour, not ſo much to the mortal man, as to 
Religion and Virtue, to the Grace of God, by 
which he Was What he was; amiable and excel- 


— in oy D Relation and TR. 


76 me, Dr. Wilton was ai IF LED . 
as the Son of a long- loved and honoured Friend, 
my Pupil in the Academy, and a Member of my 
Church; and in each of theſe characters gratify- 
ing my * en * nn my n 


age God of SA FIRED ee him 

apacities, and the God of Grace diſpoſed | 
Eo to apply with indefatigable diligence. t to their 
Improvement, that he might be amply furniſhed 
for the Service of God and immortal Souls. i in the 
Soſpel-Miniſtry, among the Proteſtant Diſſenters, 
Which was his own early and perſeyering choice, 
inſtead of. any more lucrative Employment, to 


c which, his Friend's e . Rare 
_—_ him eaſy . ak. gt 
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1 Rees, 5 believe, 81 any os x enter on ite 
'Miniftry with more fincere Principles of 
= 2 2 * of Religion, and a livelier 
Zeal, 


FFC 
1 44 


Zeal, thoughyvoid, of Enthuſſafm, ſot he Glory 155 
of God and the Redeemer and the Salvation of 
precious Souls; never had any their Hearts. more 
thoroughly i in their Work. And God was pleaſed 
to give him general and great Acceptance in it, 
and to crown him e g imme 8 
ing his hort Courſe. 15 100-54 vel Lan 
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i Nn in m l 0 Shan, L 457 1 5 i 
ou my Criſtian Friends; of his Clattoh can 
witneſs to the ſeriouſneſs and fervour, with which 
be preached to you the doctrines of the glorious 
Goſpel, and to the fidelity and diligence, with 
which he diſcharged the duties of his Paſtoral Of- 
fice, like another Timothy, | naturally. caring for 


your ſouls and prompt to ſerve all an real iin 


beloyed by his Relations and intimate Friends, and 
Wet highs valued by the Owen to whom he miniſ- 


e 
+ 7 * 7 * 31 it Di: ch * 11 < 
"Indeed the Public at bee Witnellen to his 
readineſs to do Good, to his Benevolence and Ge- 
_ herolity : for it was a charitable Uſe he made of 
the Afluence, withwhich a kind Providence , 
bleed-him, not giving him rirbes to his burt, but 
to increaſe his Uſefulneſs ani Comfort, in making 
them OREN e g and Support of 
ae ©) tro) 10 lla qu gator 
op Ady Bünz 1 / 4 1180428 02 
bs ſhort, he had a judicious head, a feeling; 
heart, and- an open hand, accompanied with a: 
chearſul, aſfable deportment, which made him 
generally eſteemed by all WhO knew him, much 


Hann * tered, 
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be Gh, 


tered, who, eie bur lately begun 00 enjoy, | 
_— * — NIN oP in 4 


8 B of the World 4 fa 
preme. Lord of the Church determined otherwiſe, | 
and by an Nineſs of a few days une re- 
moved him in the midſt of Life, from his affec- 
tionate People, his dear Friends and Family, and 
from the World, and his Place knows him no 
more; no more will His Preſence gladden his 
family, no more will his Miniſtry edify and com- 
fort his People, but they and we are left to 

ve py wry rend e nde 6 


11 ſhould ſeem, that ke of us more "Fe xe 
might have been better ſpared ; ſome of us could 
wiſh to have gone in his. rom, to have died as 
he died, in that pious, reſigned, joyful frame 
Ying in who ke had Scheved und with 
hopes full of immortality. But it is the Province 
of God only wiſe to determine events; it is Our's 
tu ſubmit and not complain. It is our duty to 


reſign up all our Comforts to God's diſpoſal, and 
to acquieſce without murmuring when he pleaſes 


4 to remove them ; not only bec ſe we have for 
' feited them all, but becauſe he does every Ns 
. wiſely and well, and has always his People's beft 

Intereſts in view. And in temoving good Men 
ar faighful Miniſters out of this World He only 
a 0 Bare, not 6 u Rats af In- 
„ | | — 
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" | 4 
ſenſibility and Stupor, but to a tate of reſt and 
reward in the immediate Preſence of Chriſt, ſuch 
a ſtate of Converſe with him and Enjoyment of 
his Love, that, in compariſon-.of it, the great 

Apoſtle Paw pronounces the moſt intimate Com- 
munion with the Lord here on Earth; but 40 

fence from bim; a ſtate, that he declares far better | 
than being continued here, though in hooks : 

1 Knee eee, 855 


ns May thenthe Family of our departed Friend 
hisfaichful tender and affectionate Conſort, his aged 
diſconſolate Parents, who are yet ſmarting win 
former recent wounds of this kind, and all his Re- | 
lations, — may the reſpectable People 1πƷjqnmn he 
= © ſerved in the Lord, humblyand devoutiy acquiefce 
in the Will of God, however melancholy and try- 
| ing it may be to them. And may they and we be all 
concerned to improve it and render it ſubſervient 
do our moſt important Intereſts, thoſe of öur 
Souls and Eternity. From the death of our dear 
Friend, which we now lament, may we ourſelves 
. learn zo . like fra with RY 10 com- 


Our great bulinefs i in A is to . 
Death and Eternity. The Living know” that 
they muſt die! this is fed for" all men. 
Scripture declares it, Experience verifies if the 

| frequent Funetals of Gür Friends and Ac- 
quaintance, which we re called to attend; are 
daily putting us in mind of it; and theſe nu- 
merous Graves of the Old and the Toung with 
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which we are Kerns have- 4 Voice, that 
tells us we muſt all die, and that no condition; | 
no ſtate or age are fecure from the arrows of 
death, which fly both at noon- day and at mid 
night, and ſometimes Hilf ſuddenly and ſeeretiy, 
as well as certainly?” Eet us all remember, that 
a8 de Nan around tfñis Grave we ſtand upon the. 
btink of another Word and may in a moment be 
plunged into it. N what will ke the Conſe- 
quence of that? How dreadful or how delightful !. 
To think of dropping dur Bodies 8 gloomy | 
Gabe and leaving wen there;#prey to corrup- 
tion and worms; to ye 7 perpetual ſtop put to 
all” our activity and. * ſenfation, and to all dur 
intercburſe with this Sigrla;; to latte ft our dear 
Friends and Relatives; our Fortunes and Enjoys - 


ments bekind e melancholy rod * 


dera. Ern Ba adh 03 d (B12! » 8 


Sit i 1 np hes 3 901 chi nu fs: 


Bü this is nothing, to the confideration of : 


what will become of our immortabiauli i Whether 


they are olikely to be happy or miſerable to all | 


and as the former leaves us ſo will the latter find 


us, either dead in ſin or alive ho God. 
1% nei SHI ni gun Wd 5 


„ Meumſ. all appear beforę the iphone oat of 


Quilt, 18 receive he th 85 done in the, Loch, accord: 


ag, btb it be g 
or badge There we wait pals, chroveh an each 
and impartial Scrutigy and, maſt abide the EP 
tence of, the. holy; ,rightepys, All-Vi as and 
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ive gnvot v bas bIO r to aver nigh 
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Eternity For after death comes ph jud gema: 


they arg in great dangeq, uber 


N s vs Wy: 
ſpoken' at th Give. £ 45 


mighty Judge. And that Sentence Tidhcofifign 
us, either to evetlaſting Same and: Puniſtimentz 
or t6 eternal Glory and Happiness ct >n: wm 
20% Hold och ni alonigazd Dus niet Bote 
Ol what, moment then b; [ro raquigerwhjch 
is likely o be our caſe, ibo we hall, eſcapg 
che dampation'of Hake ech ebta in tis Her and 
Bleſſedneſs of Henn This is, avery me ar 
FEnquixy. ſor us o make , ſigge che: ſaſgt/. of. our 
Souls is hy no means to be. taken fo grated x" 


for ever. 
For Death is not a debt of Nature, 15,15 not a part | 


of the original order of Creation: no, it is the 
effect of that erder's being integrupted: and vN/io- 
lated. It was by! Sim that Death tered into abe 
Warld, and it paſſes upon all inen, becauſe-all have mu 
and come ſhort of tbe Gm God. Deathepafſes 
upon all Men, as the penal Scuten 
violated Law and a tokemof his diſpledfureagainit 
Sin: it proues us all: ta r a a degenexate, fiir : 
ful ſtate, guilty before, Sud, hable to his: dan 5 
avenging wrath, to the ſecond Death, to Hell 
and evertaſting Deſtruction. 91010 2 43.1 
r au ood yaileroM io 2onoft- 
| And there is na way; for u dh ga pe js 
ful, Rs. bug by- e eames 


Faith, uthat \qoceives Christ, gs, che 
 Righteouſneſs.and Strengtha that 'by ahp.ggnos.of 
the Goſpel-Coyenant gives us an intereſt in all 


| | his 


coqefl Gn 


1 The Ovation 
* 1 
and renders us like him in holineſs and good 
neſs, and ſo fits us for the enjoyment of that ſtate 
of perfect holineſs and happineſs, in the Preſence 
of the Vlefſed God and of the holy Angels, which 
he has procured for and "promiſed al his People. 

We muſthe brought into a ſtate of reconciliation 
_ with God through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in this 
World, or it will be wretched" Preſumption ſor 
us to think of being happy with him in another 
. World.” OILS LAS. if e 
die in the L. 85 


4 ls 64, bs the ad Hig menu nd . 
HR this is the habirual, and only 
effe&ual Preparation for dying, like our dear 
departed Friend, with ſafety and 7 — with 


. lively hopes of a bleſſed immortality. 


oo Aa Ales ant cher th hip. 
_ i _ * n 2 K 


Ig us 1 8 15 every i in- 4 
5 ſtance of Mortality before us, to attend in earneſt 
jothe things ngs that belong to the peace of our Souls; 
to renew our r Application to our Bleſſed Saviour, 
to be careful in clearing up our evidences of an 
Intereſt in him, and to improve the little time 
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Tg _ which may be yet allotted us; in ng in 
1 ' © ur hearts from their worldly attachments; in- 
uring ourſelves more to divine meditation and 
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. a, 
ſpoken at the Grave. a 


endeavouring to be more uſefy} in the ſeveral | 
| wr ria e's ance Fore e ee ce OR 


e ali . for Dab and Hea- 
ven, the mournful Diſpenſation which has now 
wee hirher very loudly calls us: AAAS 


«It; proclaims to un che Uncertainty of Lite, a 
ii the folly of reckoning upon length of days for 
future Repentance and | Reformation; ſince our 
late dear Friend was cut off in the flower of his 
days. It teaches us, that no Station of Import- 80 
ance, no Talents for Uſefulneſs, give any Securityſor 
our Continuance here ; ſince He was formed for 
eminent Uſefulneſs, his Labours were highly valued 
1 in the Church, and his Life was of great import- 
ance to his Family, eſpecially to his pious affec- 
tionate Partner, and his four young Childten ; 
yet he was ſpeedily removed, all his- ſervices 
were ſuddenly ken off, and he is conſigned to 
the filence and darkneſs of the Grave, where there £ 
is no workmanſhip nor device. 


(Ny a Let then the Voice of this Providence be dyly 
and ſeriouſly attended to by us all. Let it awaken 
and quicken us to work while it is day, while it is 
an accepted time and a day of Salvation : to give dili- 
gence to make our Calling and Election ſure; and to 
| finiſh the work that God has given us to do, i in our 
various Stations and Relations of Life. 458 


And may You, the near Relatives of he De. | 
ceaſed, You, the dear oo of his Charge, and 
We, | 
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| how uprightly, and unblameably how holily and 
_ humbly, how amiably he behaved hinflf in the 


Bail, cht Church and the: World, be ſtimu- 
aged hy his Example to endeavour to imitate ĩtʒ 
and be encouraged and animated by the comfort! 
able End he made, by the lively hopes that 
bheered his dying hoùrs; nor failed in his laft 
_- mbmenits}"to walk Cloſely with God in all 
ways, t live in conſtant dependanee upon him; 
ttauſting that be will nove leude nor ſorſule us,” that 
- h&6allinot caſt us off when-our ſtrength fails us; 
but Will be _ Crs ant gh ar a Por ps 
ir! Yo + S198 SIG 5 7 
wo i 139 gs Lain 18 22. 72 nnen 
Finally ibengſore, wy beloved 3 +e "” 
| Pedfaf ,, unmoucoble, aways abounding in the work of | 
te und for as muchas ye know, that your Labour 
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